
Riding the Rails 
Ma & Pa Railroad Village serves as a time capsule  
recapturing the rail line’s bustling heyday
Text and photographs by Bart A. Stump

Upon arriving with my family at the Ma 
& Pa Railroad Heritage Village in southern 
York County, I can’t help but feel as if we have 

been whisked back in time to 1915. Located along 
the old Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad line 
that once stretched from Baltimore to York, the 
village of Muddy Creek Forks serves as a time cap-
sule, returning visitors to the railroad’s busy heyday.  

The General Store
CroSSinG The lawn and climbing the steps to the 
wraparound porch of the general store and train 
station, which was built in 1899, we are warmly 
greeted by several docents dressed in old-fashioned, 
ankle-length skirts. A gentleman sporting a black vest 
and derby hat sits at an organ on the porch, playing 
tunes from a bygone era.  

The general store features displays 
of old merchandise and sundries 
under a stamped tin ceiling painted 

in pastel shades of pink and green, and visitors are 
immediately challenged to identify an assortment 
of objects that were once common everyday items. 
While some are easily identified, others remain bits 
of lost Americana.  

We pass displays of old tins and potato chip cans 
before stumbling upon a player piano nestled along-
side the grand staircase leading to the second floor. 
As if by magic, the musician from the front porch 
appears and demonstrates how the piano works. 
After switching the piano to manual mode, he re-
gales us with his favorite song, “I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad.”  

Up the steps, we find a variety of Ma & Pa Railroad 
displays, including an intricate miniature layout of 
Muddy Creek Forks and a setup made entirely of 
Legos. In the next room, we explore vintage photos 
and railroad records while several gentlemen sit 
around discussing long-gone features of the former 
rail line. 

Back downstairs, we head outside to a ticket 
counter and purchase tickets for the next train 
excursion. 

exploring the Past
The Small, yellow mainTenanCe train we board 
consists of four passenger cars with a motorcar at 
each end. Back in the day, it transported work crews 
along the line to conduct routine maintenance.  

After a conductor punches our tickets, the train 
pulls away from the station, and we go exploring. 
We pass tables where children in period clothing are 
demonstrating old games and visitors can make crafts. 

Before long, we are lulled into the relaxing clicki-
ty-clack rhythm of the wheels gliding over the rails, 
and for the next 30 minutes, we enjoy the scenic 
views along the two-and-a-half-mile trek through the 
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(far right) A handcar 
gives joy to a multigen-
eraional set of riders at 
the Ma and Pa Railroad 

Village in Airville. 
(below) The  diesel 

switcher locomotive 
(EMD SW9) . The #82 was 

original to the line and 
through great effort was 
returned to the Ma & Pa 
in 2005 (see the story on 

their website). Visitors 
can tour the currently 

inoperable locomotive.
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Muddy Creek Valley and back. Near the turnaround 
point, we pass the rusted remnants of long-ago 
disintegrated boxcars. They serve as reminders that 
this was once a thriving rail line carrying freight and 
mail and offering six passenger runs a day.

After disembarking at the station, we make our 
way across the road to the mill and grain elevator 
complex. The milling of flour at this site dates back 
to at least 1759. The mill once produced white and 
buckwheat flour, which was shipped to Baltimore 
and other stops along the rail line.  

Today, the tools of the miller’s trade, including 
the large round mill stones and various sorters and 
sifters, are on display. The adjacent grain elevator 
houses eight bins, which held a total capacity of 
9,000 bushels of grain. Local farmers would have 
brought their wagons, heavy with grain, to be weighed 
at the scale house across the road before they were 
unloaded onto a waiting hopper. A bucket elevator, 
consisting of metal cups on a fabric belt, carried the 

(above) The Mid-Atlantic 
Milling Weekend comes to 
the railroad on June 9-10, 

when the Muddy Creek 
Forks Roller Mills will join 
with three other mills to 

celebrate Mid-Atlantic 
Milling Weekend.  

 (right) The railroad offer-
ings include the vintage 

A. M. Grove General Store 
(housing the railroad 

station and post office), 
and several other related 

historic buildings.
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 Motorcar train rides are 
offered on Sundays and 
on event days throughout 
the operating season. 

grain up the tower, where it was sent to a cleaner, 
scale and storage bins. 

a Bygone way of life
we walk farTher down the tracks, where we are 
invited to climb aboard and explore locomotive #82, 
a diesel-powered switcher that was used to move 
around railroad cars while assembling or disassem-
bling larger trains. Here, we find an assortment of 
rolling stock in various stages of restoration, includ-
ing a tool car, a passenger car, a “bobber” caboose 
and a small 18-ton Plymouth locomotive.

Down the line, we spy an enthusiastic group of 
travelers vigorously pumping the handles of a hand-
car up and down as they make their way back from 
a mini-excursion.  

Our look back at a bygone way of life has been 
made possible by the dedicated members of the 
Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Preservation 
Society. Founded in 1986, the group first purchased 

and preserved an 8-mile section of the Ma & Pa 
track and right of way before acquiring the village 
of Muddy Creek Forks with its 11 structures and 31 
acres of land in 1992.  

Their goal is simple—to preserve a bit of Ma & 
Pa’s history for the enjoyment and education of 
future generations—a mission they have uniquely 
accomplished.  

—Bart A. Stump writes from York.

When You go
The Ma & Pa Railroad Heritage Village in Airville, York County, is open 
Sundays from June through Labor Day in addition to special-event weekends 
scheduled through the summer and fall. Admission to the grounds is free. 
hourly motorcar train rides cost adults, $7; children, $5; and under 3, free. 
Special events include Civil War (June 3), WW I (August 11-12) and WWII 
(August 25-26) encampments; the Mid-Atlantic Milling Weekend (June 
9-10); the Made in America Factory Tour (June 15-16); Railroad heritage Day 
(September 22); Fall Leaf excursions (october weekends); and the Christmas 
City express (December weekends). maandparailroad.com;  (717) 927-9565
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